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The following
questions were
posed to the
Roundtables:

o fhat challenges to closing
academic achievement
gaps for Hispanic/Latino
students are you facing in
your school district?

o What solutions are working
to close the Latino aca-
demic achievement gap?

o lhere can we go from
here, both locally and
globally, to implement some
of the identified solutions fo
closing the gap?
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Helping Close The Gap For Hispanic Students

On January 28, 2006 commu-
nity leaders and ambassadors
met at The Ohio State Univer-
sity to attend the jSoluciones!
education roundtable.

The goal was to begin a state-
wide dialogue on the chal-
lenges of closing the academic
achievement gap for Latino
students.

Various demographic groups
discussed solutions which are
working to close the achieve-
ment gap in diverse demo-
graphic areas of Ohio, and also
investigated steps community
members can use to implement
some of the identified solu-
tions.

More than 100 Ohioans partici-
pated in the efforts. From the

Roundtable came a commit-
ment to continue a unified
campaign to identify and im-
plement solutions to the aca-
demic achievement gap for
Latinos in Ohio.

The jSoluciones! website will
serve as a reflection of that
work and as a resource for
those committed to the chal-
lenge.

As the 2005-2006 school year
draws to a close, roundtables
across Ohio are convening to
discuss important issues.
Northeast, Southwest, North-
west, Central and Southeast
Ohio are organizing times and
locations to join in the collec-
tive effort.

Ongoing Support Services Plan

The “Ongoing Support Ser-
vices Plan,” developed by the
Ohio Commission on His-
panic/Latino Affairs, will pro-
vide guidance by articulating
the one-year vision of the Edu-
cation Campaign of OCHLA.

It identifies critical next steps
for Soluciones Local & State-
wide Roundtables and helps to
define the extent of coordina-
tion, support and services to be
provided by OCHLA during
the next year.

The Education Campaign’s
“One- Year Vision” is for Lo-
cal Roundtable groups to:

o Meet at the local level on a
reguiar basis

o Promote the identified solutions
to improving the state of Latino
education in their communities

o Work in partnership with par-
ents, community leaders, educa-
tors, administrators, policymak-
ers and elected officials

o Build greater awareness of the
academic achievement gap

o [dentify and recruit more partic-
pants in the spirit of collabora-
tion

With the collaboration of state-

“Hispanic students are from
different groups of people with
different needs”

Maria Franquiz, Ph.D.
Soluciones Keynote Speaker

wide Roundtables, the critical
next steps for sustaining the
work begun at the Soluciones
summit can be achieved!

The Local Roundtable Groups,
ECSAC committee, and
OCHLA propose the following
next steps for sustaining the
work begun at the Soluciones
Roundtable summit:

e [dentify and select a local La-
tino community organization to
serve as host and central meet-
ing point for Local Roundtable
Group

...continued next page.
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Ongoing Support Services Plan ...continued

Students and community members discuss possible solutions to the °
education gap of Latinos in Ohio, during the summit on January 28,
2006, at The Ohio State University

We need to look at the big
picture and not leave students
behind. Anything that you can
do for one group of students is
going to affect all groups of
students”

Paula Schafer
ESL Coordinator
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Select two or three Local Roundtable
Group Coordinators

FParticipate in local leadershitraining

Plan for and conduct a formal meet-
ing and presentation with local
school superintendents and school
boards

Plan for and conduct formal meeting
and presentations with local legisla-
tors and other elected officials

Develop specific proposals for con-
Sideration and adoption by local
school districts

Submit monthly progress reports to
OCHLA

®  nvite additional individuals to partici-
pate with the Local Roundfable
Group

This information has been provided
by OCHLA as a guide to statewide
Roundtables containing sugges-
tions, which would be helpful in
the continuation of support for the
Close The Gap campaign initiative.

Continue to stay updated with new
and pertinent information provided
by the jSoluciones! Website.

To view Ongoing Support Services
Plan’s “Critical Next Steps” please
go to:

http://www.osu.edu/soluciones

OCHILA Plans Statewide Roadshow

The Ohio Commission on
Hispanic/Latino Affairs
(OCHLA) is planning a

Support Services Plan” and

forward, OCHLA will com-

Soluciones Roundtable Road-
show during Hispanic Heri-
tage month.

The purpose is to meet with
Soluciones participants, pro-
vide additional encourage-
ment and assistance along the
lines of the “Ongoing

“Scope of Support”. mit the necessary support to
the Local Roundtable
OCHLA seeks to foster a Groups.

grassroots-up, distributed
leadership model by provid-
ing the initial organizing
event and impetus, encour-
aging local organization and
advocacy. This was accom-
plished by the summit on
January 28, 2006. Moving

Visit the website for more
information regarding dates
and locations of future
Soluciones informational
meetings in your area this
September and October.

Hispanic Student Enrollment

Hispanic enrollment continues its steady increase in public schools across the country while the

number of non-Hispanics has stabilized over the past few years.

Public elementary and secondary school enroliments

Hispanic
7.5 million
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What Programs Are Serving LEP Students?
(Limited English Proficiency)

Bilingual Education

This approach provides the

students with bilingual in-

struction. The important fac-
tor of this program is that both
the students’ native language
and English are used as means
of instruction. Bilingual edu-
cation functions on two basic
premises:

o When they understand what
they are being taught, stu-
dents are more likely to learn
material.

o Students who are not profi-
cient in English will not fall
behind their English speaking
peers, regarding learning
Subject matter.

The Immersion Approach
Within immersion classrooms,
all students are LEP students.
Students are taught in English
but the subject matter is intro-
duced in a way that can be
understood by the LEP stu-
dents. Many teachers use vis-
ual aids, concrete experiences

and manipulative materials.
The teacher adapts the lan-
guage of instruction to the
level of the students’ linguis-
tic and cognitive capabilities.

Pull-Out Strategy: English
as a Second Language (ESL)
Classes

ESL programs in Ohio are
either the principal component
of the special language in-
structional program or as a
complement to bilingual edu-
cation. ESL classes often fo-
cus on teaching English gram-
mar, reading and writing of
the English language, as well
as oral communication skills
in English.

In-Class Method: Inclusion
Instruction

LEP students are joined to-
gether with their native-
English speaking peers in the
classroom. With this ap-
proach, a bilingual education
specialist is available in the
classroom to support LEP

students. They often provide
guidance on group projects or
individual assignments.

Individual Tutoring

When very few LEP students
are enrolled in a school dis-
trict, individual or small group
tutoring sessions are benefi-
cial. Tutors may be ESL in-
structors or volunteers who
work under the supervision of
trained teachers. Tutoring
sessions promote basic Eng-
lish conversation skills and
are also used for academic
purposes.

Note: Additional information about
different approaches for instructing
LEP students, including a discussion
of the advantages and disadvantages
of each approach, can be found in the
Ohio Department of Education Pub-
lication entitled Strategies for Devel-
oping Language Programs for Na-
tional Origin Minority Students.
((1990).

The Results— Fourth and Sixth Grade Proficiency Tests

4th Grade—2004
Writing  Reading  Mathematics  Citizenship  Science
White 82% 70% 72% 66% 72%
Asian 88% 72% 81% 72% 76%
African American 65% 42% 39% 33% 34%
Hispanic 68% 47% 51% 40% 46%
6th Grade— 2004
Writing Reading Mathematics Citizenship  Science
White 93% 70% 72% 75% 71%
Asian 94% 76% 86% 81% 76%
African American 80% 39% 37% 39% 29%
Hispanic 83% 48% 53% 51% 44%

jSoliiciomnes!

.

“Colleges need to step up efforts
to accommodate the nation’s
largest growing minority.”
Associated Press

“The Soluciones summit is a way
to begin a discussion to find
solutions, we are going to share
thoughts, share our ideas, share
our concerns and focus on the
bottom line.”

Raul Soto, Ph.D.
Administrative Field Services
Ohio Dept. of Education

Two young friends take a break from their class-
room assignment. There are 5.8 million Hispanic
students enrolled in elementary schools across
the country. Photo by Lloyd Wolf for the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. School Enroliment —
Social and Economic
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What Solutions Are Working ?

Information Provided By Roundtable Participants

e Having Latinos in Leadership roles e ESL programs providing resources for
e Schools with strong partnerships with non-EPglish speaking students— bilin-
community centers and groups gual aides

e  Social support through organizations e  Multi language written documents, in-
formation for parents regarding com-

e Networking among schools, agencies, )
munity and school resources

companies

e Community involvement e Parent Advisory groups who hold open
discussions with school faculty/staff to

e  Unified Latino families .
address student issues

e Latino learning communities
e Volunteer translators for parent/school

e Involvement in grassroots organiza-

. . ; communications
tions seeking resources to help bridge Hispanic High School students learn about their heritage,
gaps in schools and communities e Professional Development for all teach-  /eadership and college opportunities at a Latino Youth
e Career Based Intervention ers to help understand a student’s back- Leadershjp Conference. FPhoto by John Locher
ground

e Variety of tutoring strategies
e Resource Centers— non profit groups

offering tutoring

e ASK! Reach Out We're on the web!
e  Parent training for early literacy skills http://www.osu.edu/soluciones

e English training with day care service

e Realizing the need for ESL programs

Ohio Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs
Riffe Center ~ 18th Floor

77 South High Street

Columbus, Ohio 43215
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